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told ;n the words of Abul Fazl:
When Baz Bahadur had fled, Adham Khan came in all haste
and excitement to Sarangpur to seize the buried and other trea-
sures, and the seraglio with its singers and dancers whose beauty
and melody were celebrated throughout the world, and whose
heart-ravishing charms were sung of in streets and markets. He
took possession of all Baz Bahadurs property, including his
concubines and dancing girls, and sent people to search for
Riipmati. When this news reached her ear, her faithful blood
became aglow, and for the love of Baz Bahadur she bravely
quaffed the cup of deadly poison and carried her honour to the
hidden chambers of annihilation.
When Adham Khan had become victorious, his innate egotism
increased, and whatever Pir Muhammad Khan, his disinterested
preacher, said to him in the \vay of advice was unheeded.
Adham Khan reserved for himself all the rare and exquisite
ai tides, as well as the stores and buried treasures which were
the collections of ages, and many of the famous dancing girls
and beauties whose loveliness and grace were talked about in
all the nine heavens, as well as many singers and musicians, and
occupied himself with delights and pleasures.
Rupmati's death stunned Akbar. He cared little for the vast
treasures that Adham Khan had captured. The riches of Malwa
did not interest him. The object of his heart eluded him, and he
was distressed at the thought that never, never shall he be able to
satisfy his yearning to have a look at her. His disappointment
turned into anger against Adham Khan. Not caring for the rash
of pimples on the face that had kept him in bed for weeks, he
decided to go to Malwa himself, take stock of the circumstances
in which Rupmati had died, and punish those found guilty of neg-
lect and reported excesses against the inmates of Baz Bahadur's
harem. He left Agra in a huff on 27 April 1561. A small but
highly mobile army accompanied him* He did not wish to be
encumbered with the usual paraphernalia of a full-size expedition-
ary force as that would hamper speed and delay justice. The dash
to Sarangpur was historic in that it was the first time he displayed
the Babarian (or call it Napaleonic) virtue of subordinating